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*************************************************************************************************
The mission of the Daily Bread Soup Kitchen is to feed the hungry of our community regardless of race, religion, or
ethnicity. We welcome all volunteers to this service who share an unconditional positive regard for every human being.
We provide a safe, respectful, and inviting environment in an atmosphere of hope and dignity.

*****************************************************************************************************************
Daily Bread is an entirely volunteer-run organization. Founded in 2009, Daily Bread serves a hot
nutritious lunch seven days a week at 116 N. First Street, Champaign. Due to COVID-19, take-out
lunches are served from 11:00 to 12:30 pm through the front door.
When Times Look Dark,
“Embrace Hope”
It’s now eighteen months since Daily Bread shut the door to our dining room and began handing
out take-out meals, along with a sack lunch, to our guests. As vaccination rates rose in ChampaignUrbana and COVID infections dropped early this summer, we were optimistic that times were
changing. All volunteers were vaccinated, so we were able to shed our masks as we worked, happy
to see smiling faces once again. The question we got over and over from our guests was, “When are
you going to start serving meals inside again?” By June we began answering that question with
“Soon, we hope!” And we began tentatively talking about how and when we could re-open our doors.
And then the Delta Variant came along! Masks went back on. Any timeline for reopening got
pushed back, way back. Our answer to our guests became, “Sorry, but we just don’t know.”
So, here’s where we are at the end of a long, hot summer.
We are still serving over 200 hot meals every day in biodegradable take-out containers. We are still sending everyone
home with a sack lunch for an evening meal. Because of the
heat, because most water fountains have been turned off due
to COVID, we give every guest who wants one a bottled water
along with their meal. (We’ve handed out a mind boggling
60,000 bottles of water since the pandemic began!) We also
give out juice when it’s available. Our guests continue to social
distance as they wait in line. Our volunteers still cheerfully cook
and serve delicious, nutritious meals. Because of the
generosity of our community, our cupboards and freezers
remain well stocked, and our finances remain in the black.
As we look ahead, here’s what we know. We know that life at
the soup kitchen will not be the same when we reopen. We are
looking at a combination of both take-out and in-house dining,
with limited seating. We don’t see anything changing until at
least winter.
The second question we get over and over from our guests is, “When are you going to start serving
soup again? This is a soup kitchen, we miss your soup!” Hopefully, by winter, we will be able to
serve soup to our guests again. Hopefully, for many, it will be served at our dining room tables. But
maybe, it will be served through a take-out window in a bio-degradable cup.
We remain hopeful that we can open our doors again when the weather turns cold. We hope that
our guests and our volunteers stay healthy. In the meantime, please, please get vaccinated!!

When You See Smiles,
“Embrace Cheer”
The volunteers at Daily Bread are grateful and proud that, even in the darkest days of COVID, we
have not missed a single day of providing a hot meal to the hungry of our community. But we miss
the daily sharing, the comradery that was so much a part of the soup kitchen experience. We miss
chatting with guests. We miss hearing their opinions about the daily meal, both compliments and
complaints. We miss the sense of community and family that we all experienced.
While most volunteers are busy cooking, serving, cleaning up, etc. back in the kitchen, a few
volunteers still get to interact with our guests. Every day these volunteers hand out hot meals, sack
lunches, and bottles of water to our guests. Every day these volunteers are greeted with smiles and
thank-you’s from our guests. The guests may not be able to see the broad smiles under the
volunteers’ masks, but they can hear the love in their cheerful, warm greetings.
Here are a few of the ‘Friendly Faces of Daily Bread!”

Monday: Max has been volunteering at DBSK
for three years. He particularly likes handing
out meals and talking to our guests on
Monday.

Tuesday: Ruth, retired from Parkland, and
John, a retired accountant, wear several hats
at DBSK. Ruth writes our grants, and John
keeps our books and pays our bills. Both agree
that handing out meals to our guests on
Tuesday is more fun than their other jobs.

Wednesday: Steve, retired from the Illinois
EPA, has been a DBSK Wednesday volunteer
for over four years. Until Covid came along, he
spent much of his time washing dishes and
scraping plates. “Handing out meals to grateful
guests is a much better job,” he says.

Thursday: Besides cheerfully handing out
meals on Thursday with a big smile (under her
mask), Lynn also serves as DBSK’s Volunteer
Coordinator and is responsible for coordinating
all of our hard-working volunteers.

Friday: Tracy has been a
Friday volunteer for 5-6
years after retiring from
Bacon and VanBuskirk. He
considers himself a ‘soup
kitchen multi-tasker,’ but
enjoys handing out food and
making people happy.
However, his favorite thing
about handing out food is
Charlie B! (see right)

Saturday: On Saturday, it’s
not ‘Jake from State Farm,’
it’s Mark G and Mark K from
State Farm, two volunteers
who show up on the
weekend and hand out
meals.

Sunday: Pam B, a Sunday
volunteer, says that she
enjoys handing out meals
because ‘it is so much fun
and the people actually
teach me all kinds of things.”
Pam dressed up for the 4th of
July. Pam makes things fun
for our guests as well.

Every Day: A DBSK Board
member, Charlie B wears
many hats. He dresses up
as Santa at Christmas. He’s
a hard-working member of
our Food Crew and can often
be found behind the wheel of
the DBSK van driving around
town picking up donated
food. But, most of all, he can
be found every day on the
sidewalk in front of Daily
Bread: keeping order,
reminding guests to social
distance, handing out masks,
playing music, chatting, and
handing out donations of
extra food. Since the
beginning of the Covid
pandemic, for the last
eighteen months, seven
days a week, rain, snow,
blazing sun, Charlie has
been the face, the friendly
face, of Daily Bread. (He’s
not perfect; he did take off
two weeks last January for
hip replacement surgery!)
Charlie says that his work at
Daily Bread is his way of
giving back, and “God wants
me to do this.”

When Your Heart and Cupboard Are Full,
“Embrace Generosity”
It’s hard in sultry August to think about Christmas, but, in
reality, December is only four months away. December at
DBSK means Backpacks when we give out generously filled
backpacks to our guests. Or at least as it did for eleven
years, until last year when we were inundated with the
COVID virus. Our dining room was closed; our volunteers
were socially distancing. We realized that we couldn’t stuff,
sort, and hand out backpacks like we had in past years.
Last year, instead of backpacks, a small, determined group
of DBSK volunteers put on masks and filled over 800
knapsacks with gloves, hats, scarves, socks, and toiletries,
which we handed out to surprised guests. To paraphrase Dr.
Seuss, “COVID couldn’t stop Christmas from coming. It
came!”
We had hoped, last year, that COVID would be behind us in 2021, that this 13th year we would be
able to once again ask for backpack donations.
But the Delta Variant has made a return to backpacks impossible again this year. So, once again,
we are planning to give our guests knapsacks. And once again, we ask for your generosity. If you
would like to fill knapsacks, we are happy to give you empty knapsacks with a list of items that need
to go into them. If you would like to donate items, we are in need of gloves, hats, scarves, and
toiletries. Your generosity will be much appreciated!
We will have more information in the November newsletter, but contact Ellen Harms (356-2551,
ellenharms@aol.com) or Pam Hagle (359-3245, phigle@aol.com) with any questions.

When You Spot a Need,
“Embrace Service”
Many of our guests come to us with other needs than just for food. At Daily Bread we have an
Assistance Committee that does what it can to help. Through trial and error, we learned that we could
be most helpful in three areas: providing state IDs, birth certificates and annual bus passes.
Recently incarcerated persons are released without identification. Homeless persons rarely have
necessary documents. Without an ID, finding work or housing is nearly impossible.
Transportation is a huge need for many of our guests. Guests need transportation to seek
employment, get to work regularly, get to court or medical appointments, or just make it to Daily
Bread for a hot meal. For the last eighteen months, because of Covid, the Champaign-Urbana Mass
Transit (MTD) has provided free bus service for all riders. But, with the increase of vaccinations,
beginning the end of August, fees will once again be in force.
We don’t often get to see the results of the assistance we provide for guests, but recently, one of
the volunteers on the Assistance Committee got to see first-hand how one of our guests benefitted.
She was moving her father into a new apartment after he moved to Champaign from Florida. A
moving company had brought his furniture and other items from Florida and a local crew was busy
carrying everything into the apartment, when one of the movers stopped, looked at her carefully, and
then said, with a big grin, “Hey, I know you! You’re the Soup Kitchen Lady. You helped me get this
job!” When she looked at him, she remembered that he was one of the guests she had helped get a
state ID. That state ID allowed him to apply for the job at the moving company that hired him.

When Others Are Generous,
“Embrace Gratitude”
1. Just as we were discussing our need for a take-out
window when we are finally able to reopen our dining
room, we were approached by the Stocking Foundation
who were interested in making a donation in honor of the
late Jack Stocking and his wife, Gina, a long-time DBSK
volunteer. Serendipity must be when Need meets
Generosity, because the Stocking Foundation agreed to
provide the funds for remodeling the entry for a window.
2. We have been able to provide our guests with
nutritious vegetables and fruits thanks to the many donations that have come in this summer from
local gardeners and farmers.
3. The First United Church chose DBSK as a
recipient of their Easter offering. They mentioned
how grateful they were for our service to the
community and in particular to the women from
Austin’s Place who we provided with hot meals all
last summer.
4. We are very grateful for the many donors who
chose to donate part or all of their Covid Relief
Checks. We laughed at the note from one such
donor who said, “Daily Bread is high on my list for being local and being efficient by NOT sending
large numbers of requests as many organizations do.” (We promise, Mr. C, to use your donation
wisely and to continue to NOT bug you with more than three newsletters a year.)
5. Harvest Market donated a pallet of Ramen noodles which
were much appreciated by both our cooks and our guests.
6. Students
celebrate the end
of a school year,
but so do we at
DBSK because we
are the
beneficiaries of leftover food in
university kitchens.
Hendrick House is
extremely generous with their donations throughout the
year, but they outdid themselves with many boxes of frozen turkey and pork sausages, as well as
sliced lunch meat, cheese, and even sushi fixings. Finding space for these donations is the best kind
of problem to have.
7. These are just a few of the many ways that Daily Bread is supported by the C-U community.

Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Inc.
P.O. Box 648
Champaign, IL 61824-0648

When You Need Support,
“Embrace Artistry”

Empty Bowls Benefit is Back!!
Wednesday, Oct. 6, 2021 3:00-5:30pm
Silvercreek Restaurant
402 North Race, Urbana
$25/Adults, $10/Children
includes a handcrafted bowl with gourmet
soup and bread
Outside, weather permitting
Or inside with masks
All proceeds support Daily Bread.
Cash donations very gratefully accepted at:
Daily Bread Soup Kitchen
P.O. Box 648 Champaign, IL 61824-0648
or dailybreadsoupkitchen.com

